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ASTRONOMICAL SCIENCE
from Noah Webster’s American Dictionary of the English Language (1828)

Dawn, v.i.
To glimmer obscurely.

Aberration, n.
A small apparent motion of the fixed stars, occasioned 
by the progressive motion of light and the earth’s annual 
motion in its orbit. By this, they sometimes appear twenty 
seconds distant from their true situation.

Node, n.
In astronomy, the point where the orbit of a planet intersects 
the ecliptic. These points are two, and that where a planet 
ascends northward above the plane of the ecliptic, is called 
the ascending node, or dragon’s head; that where a planet 
descends to the south, is called the descending node, or 
dragon’s tail. In poetry, the knot, intrigue or plot of a piece, 
or the principal difficulty.

Lightning, n.
A sudden discharge of electricity from a cloud to the earth, 
or from the earth to a cloud, or from one cloud to another, 
that is, from a body positively charged to one negatively 
charged, producing a vivid flash of light, and usually a loud 
report, called thunder. Sometimes lightning is a mere 
instantaneous flash of light without thunder, as heat-lightning, 
lightning seen by reflection, the flash being beyond the limits 
of our horizon.

Argument, n.
An arch by which we seek another unknown arch, 
proportional to the first.
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COUNTRYMEN

We are a peaceful nation. 

Our planes are filled with strawberries 
headed for Japan.

The continent is on the move, 
shaking its hips, grinding the perreo.
 
California will crash into Alaska

  in fifty million years. 

This is a science like any other, 
 how we bend ourselves 

to the line of action, making 
adjustments 
  in the angle of our commerce. 

We are waiting for
 the Arctic Ocean to open.

Our submarines travel quietly 
beneath the ice.
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HOW TO BUILD A LEAN-TO

Find a fallen tree or a large, long rock. 

Find a large, long rock or a stump.

Find a burned-out log truck in the middle of the forest.

Find an airplane.

Find a white birch tree you can strip for its bark.

Find a flat dirt bank and a shovel.

Find an oil drum.

Find a quiet cave where there are no wolves.

Find an oil drum you can stack on top of the oil drum.

Find a goddamn mountain of oil drums.

Find a dry creek bed in a field of boulders.

Find a tall stranger who will stand in one place for a reasonable 
 amount of money.

Find your house, if it’s where you left it.

Find the designated gymnasium.

Find a hill above the city where you can see them coming.

You better find something quick, my friend, this is the big one.


